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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on various 
matters relating to Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority.

At the Authority Meeting on the 18th September Members reviewed the lobbying work being 
undertaken by the Authority on Towards a Circular Economy (TCE), which are Europe’s 
emerging proposals about future resource and waste management.  The Authority is seeking to 
play a central role in shaping these policies and is working very closely with other Joint Waste 
Disposal Authorities, who together with the Authority account for about 15% of England’s waste.  
The next three months is a very important time in this area, as policy proposals are expected to 
be published in December 2015, and a series of high intensity work streams have been agreed 
to ensure our voice is heard.  It would not be unfair to say that we are leading the way again in 
the waste management field.
Another success story is the building of a Solar Farm at Salford Road, Over Hulton.  This will 
generate around 2MW of power, enough to provide for the energy equivalent to meet 600 
home’s needs, and has been producing electricity since Mid-August. The energy created will be 
used to power the In Vessel Composting Facility (IVC) at Salford Road with any excess being 
exported to the National Grid. The official opening of the site will be on the 15th January 2016.
The Authority was also advised of progress against its main aim, of zero waste, and specifically 
diversion from landfill.  This has shown a significant increase from c.55% diversion in 2014 to 
c.82% so far in 2015. This is mainly because the Runcorn Thermal Power Station is now fully 
operational and is processing all of the Authority’s refuse derived fuel thus creating electricity and 
steam to export to Inovyn. 
One less positive piece of news however was a fire at one of our sites, Bayley Street, Transfer 
Loading Station (TLS), Tameside on the 23rd July. The fire alarm activated and the fire service 
was on the scene within 5 minutes, but unfortunately damage was extensive, and will take until 
December to put right. The cause of the fire has been investigated and at the moment there is no 
definitive answer. This did not impact on Rochdale deliveries.
There has also recently been a small fire at the Chichester Street TLS, Rochdale on Tuesday 
15th September. The incident occurred within the paper and card recycling area, the fire was 
extinguished within an hour of being reported and there was no risk to public health. An 
investigation will take place to identify the cause of the incident.
As Members will be aware one of our big challenges is to get our citizens within Rochdale to 
recycle more.  The Waste Disposal Authority and our own staff are therefore working very closely 
together, and with the people of Rochdale to encourage recycling and waste prevention. Current 
work is focusing on educating and engaging directly with citizens, so as to ensure they have the 
knowledge and know how to recycle and recycle right. The Communications campaign in 
Rochdale will be going live in January 2016 and work will follow the council’s major service 
changes in October and a total of 10,725 households will be targeted. 
It is estimated that from Recycling Centres and Kerbside Collections Rochdale is currently 
recycling, re-using and composting 33%, but that is a long way behind the best performing 
district Trafford which last year achieved a highly commendable 62%, though even that is less 
than the 70%+ that is placed in bins that could be recycled.  I would thus encourage all Members 



of the Council to get behind recycling; it not only will help the environment but could save us 
millions of pounds as well.

Councillor Mohammed Zaman
Members of the Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Grater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority.
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